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II.   BAPTISM, MARRIAGE, AND BURIAL

There is no fixed rule, applying to all the Eastern churches,
to govern the position of the baptismal font. In the Greek
churches this is sometimes found in the south-west corner
of the nave. In the Greek Catholic Church the south
end of the sanctuary may be used as a baptistery. In
the Jacobite Churches baptisms may be celebrated at the
north end. Among the Greeks, baptisms are common in pri-
vate houses, but this practice is forbidden by the Jacobites.
While the baptismal services differ in detail in the different
Eastern churches under consideration, they have the follow-
ing salient features in common: the exorcising of the evil
spirit; the blessing of the water; the anointing of the child
with oil; the clothing of the child in white garments. In
all churches but the Maronite a second sacrament, that of
confirmation by use of the holy chrism, or the meirun, im-
mediately follows.

In the service books of the Greek Church the exorcising
of the evil spirit is a part of a ceremony called the Making
of a Catachumen1 immediately preceding the actual service
of baptism. When delivered in the sonorous Arabic, with
the clear enunciation that marked the utterance of a priest
who conducted a private baptism in my hearing, these
prayers are most impressive. The following extract from
the first exorcism follows the excellent translation of Dr.
Wortabet:2

"The Lord God who became incarnate and dwelt among
men, that he may break thy violence and save mankind,
rebukes thee, O Satan. ... I conjure thee by God who
manifested the tree of life and appointed eherubinis with a
flaming sword to keep and preserve it. I conjure thee by
him who walked upon the sea as upon dry land, who re-

lThus it is named In the "Book of Needs of the Holy Orthodox
Church," done into English by G. V. Shann (London, 1894). The
Arabic service book containing the rites of baptism, marriage, burial,,
etc., is called "Agiasmatari-el-Kebtr" (Beyrout, 1884).

a "Religion in the East/' op. c&, p. 23.